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1. PERSONAL DATA 
 
Surname: Larrañaga Arrizabalaga  Date of Birth: December 16th, 1975 
Name: Santiago  
Contact information: 
University of British Columbia 
Department of Forest Sciences 
3041 - 2424 Main Mall 
Vancouver BC Canada V6T 1Z4 
Lab phone: +1 604 822 8927  Fax: +1 604 822 9102 
E-mail: santiago.larranaga@ubc.ca 
 
 
2. EDUCATION 
 
Degree in Biology, June 1998. University of the Basque Country (Spain). 
 

Degree Thesis Title: Channel retentiveness in the Agüera river watershed (northern 
Spain). Supervisor: Dr. Arturo Elosegi 
 
Ph.D. in Stream Ecology, April 2007. University of the Basque Country (Spain). 
 

Ph.D. Thesis Title: Implications of eucalyptus plantations on Cantabric streams 
(northern Spain): a manipulative approach with coarse organic matter. Supervisors: Dr. 
Jesús Pozo and Dr. Arturo Elosegi 
 
 
3. WORKING EXPERIENCE 
 

Worked as a researcher (contract), RivFunction project (Integrating Ecosystem 
Functioning into River Quality Assessment and Management; European Union; 
http://www.ladybio.ups-tlse.fr/rivfunction/) January 2003 - March 2005. This project was 
carried out in partnership with eight additional research groups; I worked in the group of 
Stream Ecology of University of the Basque Country (Spain). The objective of this project 
was to assess the impact of eutrophication and riparian forest modifications on river 
ecosystem functioning through the quantification of leaf litter decomposition and 
associated parameters. I was involved in field experiments of my group and chemical 
analysis (C, N, P) of leaf litter of all partners. 
 
 



4. TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

Appointed Assistant Professor for the period 2005-2007. During this period I taught 
various subjects at the undergraduate level, which included the following subjects: 
Ecology, Genetics, and Experimental Sciences. 
 
University Department Subject Dates 
University of the 
Basque Country 
(Spain) 

Plant Biology and 
Ecology 

Basis for Ecology & 
Environmental 
Impact Assessment 

April-June 2005 

University of the 
Basque Country 
(Spain) 

Mathematics and 
Experimental 
Sciences Education 

Experimental 
Sciences Education 

October 2005-
January 2006 
January 2007-
December 2007 

University of the 
Basque Country 
(Spain) 

Genetics, Physical 
Anthropology and 
Animal Physiology 

Genetics April 2006-October 
2006 

 
 
5. PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 
 
Díez, J.R., S. Larrañaga, A. Elosegi & J. Pozo, J. 2000. Effect of removal of wood on 
stream stability and retention of organic matter. Journal of the North American 
Benthological Society 19: 621-632. 
 
Larrañaga, S., J. R. Díez, A. Elosegi, and J. Pozo. 2003. Leaf retention in streams of the 
Aguera basin (northern Spain). Aquatic Sciences 65:158-166. 
 
Bañuelos, R., S. Larrañaga, A. Elosegi, and J. Pozo. 2004. Effets of eucalyptus plantations 
on CPOM dynamics in headwater streams: a manipulative approach. Archive für 
Hydrobiologie 159:211-228. 
 
Larrañaga, A., S. Larrañaga, A. Basaguren, A. Elosegi, and J. Pozo. 2006. Assessing 
impact of eucalyptus plantations on benthic macroinvertebrate communities by a litter 
exclusion experiment. Annales de Limnologie-International Journal of Limnology 42:1-8. 
 
 
6. MEETINGS 
 
Pozo, J., Otermin, A., Larrañaga, S. & Elosegi, A. 1999.Litter breakdown of Eucalyptus 
globulus in streams: effect of the leaf conditioning. 2nd International Meeting on Plant 
Litter Processing in Freshwaters. Lunz, Austria. 
 



Elosegi, A., Díez, J.R., Larrañaga, S., Imbert, J.B., González, J.M., Basaguren A. & Pozo, 
J. 2000. Papel de la madera en la estructura y función de los arroyos cantábricos: una 
aproximación experimental. X Congreso de la Asociación Española de Limnología y II 
Ibérico de Limnología. Role of wood on structure and function in Cantabric streams: a 
manipulative approach. X Meeting of the Spanish Society of Limnology and II Iberian 
Meeting on Limnology. Valencia, Spain. 
 
Larrañaga, S., Díez, J.R., Elosegi, A. & Pozo, J. 2000. Retentividad de los cauces en la 
cuenca del río Agüera. X Congreso de la Asociación Española de Limnología y II Ibérico 
de Limnología. Channel retentiveness in the Agüera river watershed. X Meeting of the 
Spanish Society of Limnology and II Iberian Meeting on Limnology. Valencia, Spain. 
 
Larrañaga, S., Bañuelos, R., Elosegi, A. & Pozo, J. 2001. Effect of eucalyptus plantations 
on leaf litter dynamics in headwater streams. 2nd Symposium for European Freshwater 
Sciences. Toulouse, France. 
 
Otermin, A. & Larrañaga, S. 2002. ¿Afecta el congelado de la hojarasca a su posterior 
procesado en el río? XI Congreso de la Asociación Española de Limnología y III Ibérico de 
Limnología. Does leaf freezing affect its following decomposition in streams? XI Meeting 
of the Spanish Society of Limnology and III Iberian Meeting on Limnology. Madrid, Spain. 
 
Pozo, J., Larrañaga, S., Otermin A. & Elosegi, A. 2002. Effects of eucalyptus plantations 
on litter breakdown rates in streams: a manipulative approach. 3rd International Meeting on 
Plant Litter Processing in Freshwater. Szentendre, Hungary. 
 
Elosegi, A., Basaguren, A., Bañuelos, R., Larrañaga, A., Larrañaga, S., Otermin, A. & 
Pozo, J. 2003. Effects of eucalyptus plantations on streams: a manipulative approach. 51st 
Annual Meeting of North American Benthological Society. Athens, USA. 
 
Pozo, J., Elosegi, A., Otermin, A., Larrañaga, S. & Bañuelos, R. 2003. Assessing stream 
functional status: effects of nutrient loading or changes in riparian vegetation on alder leaf 
breakdown. 3rd Symposium for European Freshwater Sciences. Edinburgh, UK. 
 
Bañuelos, R., Larrañaga, S., Elosegi, A. & Pozo, J. 2003. Effects of eucalyptus plantations 
on CPOM dynamics in headwater streams: a manipulative approach. 3rd Symposium for 
European Freshwater Sciences. Edinburgh, UK. 
 
Pozo, J., Gulis, V., Elosegi, A., Ferreira, V., Otermin, O., Larrañaga, S., Basaguren, A. & 
Graça, M. 2004. Assessing stream functional status in the Iberian Peninsula: response of 
leaf breakdown process to changes in riparian vegetation. XII Congreso de la Asociación 
Española de Limnología y IV Ibérico de Limnología. Porto, Portugal. XII Meeting of the 
Spanish Society of Limnology and IV Iberian Meeting on Limnology. 
 
Pozo, J., Gulis, V., Elosegi, A., Ferreira, V.,  Larrañaga, A., Larrañaga, S., Basaguren, A. 
& Graça, M. 2005. Assessing stream functional status in the Iberian Peninsula: response of 
leaf breakdown process to eucalyptus afforestations. 4th International Meeting on Plant 
Litter Processing in Freshwaters. Toulouse, France. 



 
Pozo, J., Elosegi, A., Bañuelos, R. & Larrañaga, S. 2005. Alder litter breakdown along an 
eutrophication gradient. 4th International Meeting on Plant Litter Processing in 
Freshwaters. Toulouse, France. 
 
Galán, J., Descals, E., Larrañaga, S. & Pozo, J. 2005. Manipulación del bosque ripario: 
repercusión sobre la descomposición de la hojarasca y la comunidad de hifomicetos 
acuáticos asociada. La unidad en la diversidad. Un congreso de ecología tras el legado de 
Ramón Margalef. Manipulation of the riparian vegetation: effects on leaf litter 
decomposition and associated aquatic hyphomycet community. The unity in diversity. A 
ecology meeting following Ramon Margalef's legacy. Barcelona, Spain. 
 
Larrañaga, S., Larrañaga, A., Bañuelos, R., Basaguren A., Elosegi, A., & Pozo, J. 2008. 
Impairments of shredder communities due to the changes of litter inputs caused by exotic 
plantations, the case of Eucalyptus globulus in the Iberian Peninsula. 56th Annual Meeting 
of North American Benthological Society. Salt Lake City, USA. 
 
7. PARTICIPATION IN COMPETITIVE GRANTS 
 
Storage and dynamics of wood in fluvial channels in the Agüera river watershed depending 
on different land uses. November 1995 - October 1996. University of the Basque Country 
(UPV 118.310-EA113/95). Principal Investigator: Jesús Pozo Martínez. 10,217 € 
 
Wood storage dynamics and function in streams. Relationship with vegetation in 
watershed. September 1996 -September 1999. Ministry of Education and Culture 
(DGICYT PB95-0498). Principal investigator: Jesús Pozo Martínez. 19,232 €. 
 
Wood storage dynamics and function in streams. Relationship with vegetation in 
watershed. Cofunding. October 1997 - September 1999. University of the Basque Country 
(UPV 118.310-EC23/97). Principal investigator: Jesús Pozo Martínez. 2,885 €. 
 
Effects of eucalyptus plantations on structure and function on stream communities. 
December 1999 - December 2002. Ministry of Education and Culture (DGESIC PB98-
0151). Principal investigator: Jesús Pozo Martínez. 36,060 €. 
 
Effect of reforestation on river function. July 1999 - December 2002. University of the 
Basque Country (UPV 118.310-G14/99). Principal investigator: Jesús Pozo Martínez. 
46,630 €. 
 
RivFunction. Integrating ecosystem function into river quality assessment and 
management. April 2002 - March 2005. European Union (EVK1-CT-2001-00088). 
Partners: CNRS.CESAC, UUME:DEES, UKRIS:ENG, UCCORK:ZAE, UMMAN:EGS, 
FORCOM.NRS.WEB, EAWAG.DL, UPV.DBVE.ECO, IMAR.CIC,DRAOTC, 
UPST.CESAC, IFB-PAS, UNIBUC-ECO. Principal investigator: Eric Chauvet 
(Coordinator), Jesús Pozo Martínez (University of the Basque Country, UPV/EHU). 
180,600 €  
 



Leaf litter decomposition as key process in river function and tool for stream ecological 
quality assessment. Role of the microbial activity. November 2002 - November 2005. 
University of the Basque Country (9/UPV00118.310-14476/2002). Principal investigator: 
Jesús Pozo Martínez. 65,112 €. 
 
Functional variability assessment of small Iberian streams (Cantabric coast). October 2006 
- September 2007. Ministry of Education and Culture (CGL2006-07319-C04-01). Principal 
investigator: Jesús Pozo Martínez. 6,000 €. 
 
8. HONORS AND AWARDS 
 
1994-1998 University Student Scholarship. Dept. of Education, Universities and Research, 
Basque Government. 
1998 Laboratory Assistant Student Scholarship. Dept. of Agriculture, Fishing and Food, 
Basque Government. 
1998 Researchers Training Program Scholarship. Dept. of Agriculture, Fishing and Food, 
Basque Government. 
1998 Valedictorian in Biology 
1998. 3rd prize in CAF-Elhuyar Awards for Scientific Divulgation 
(http://www.elhuyar.org/) with the article "Hunting: a tool for conservation?" Elhuyar 129: 
38-43 (published in Basque).  
1999-2002 Ph.D. Thesis Fellowship. Ministry of Education and Culture, Spanish 
Government. 
2008-2010 Postdoctoral Fellowship. Dept. of Education, Universities and Research, Basque 
Government. 
 



9. OTHER ACADEMICAL OR EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Languages 
 
Spanish and Basque (mother tongues). 
First Certificate in English (University of Cambridge - ESOL Examinations). Date: 2003. 
 
Courses 
 
Course Title Institution Place Dates 
Wildlife 
Management 

Summer Basque 
University 

Baiona (France) July 1997 

Fishing in Basque 
Country 

Summer Basque 
University 

Biarritz (France) July 1999 

Ecosystemic Water 
Management 

Basque Government 
& Elhuyar Fundazioa 

Iurreta (Spain) May 2000 

Techniques in 
Wildlife 
Management 

Summer Basque 
University 

Isaba (Spain) July 2000 

Comparison and 
Validation of 
Different Free GIS 
Softwares 

Summer Basque 
University 

Eibar (Spain) July 2007 

 
Open Water Diver (PADI). 


